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SUBJECT: MEETING IN OTTAWA ON FUTURE OF ICNAF 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 1567 

1 . DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT THE SUBJECT MEETING IS 
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NOT BEING CONVENED UNDER ICNAF AUSPICES, BUT BY THE 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO DISCUSS THE RESTRUCTURING OF 
ICNAF'S PRACTICAL FUNCTIONS. DURING OUR PREPARATIONS 
FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM ICNAF LAST YEAR, AND AS AN EXPLICIT 
PART OF PRESIDENT FORD'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THAT WITHDRAWAL 
ON DECEMBER 31, THE US MADE CLEAR ITS DESIRE TO JOIN IN 
THIS KIND OF DISCUSSION. WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS ON THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


BASIS OF OUR OBVIOUS INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER 
OF THE OTTAWA MEETING THAT AN INVITATION WAS EXTENDED 
TO US. 

2. THE CANADIANS HAVE NOT DISCUSSED WITH US THE BASIS 
ON WHICH OTHER INVITATIONS WERE ISSUED. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT ALL PRESENT ICNAF MEMBERS OF RECORD HAVE BEEN IN 
VITED. WE RECALL, OF COURSE, FROM PREVIOUS ICNAF 
MEETINGS THAT THE ISSUE OF EC PARTICIPATION IN ICNAF 

HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SOME DEBATE WITH CERTAIN OTHER 
MEMBERS. 

3. WE BELIEVE THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THE US 
APPRECIATES THE FACT OF EC COMPETENCE IN FISHERIES 
MATTERS. CERTAINLY WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATION AT THE OTTAWA MEETING. PARTICIPATION 
THERE COULD HOWEVER APPEAR TO OTHER ICNAF MEMBERS AS 
CLOSELY RELATED TO THE MORE FORMAL QUESTION OF THE EC 
ROLE IN ICNAF ITSELF. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE FOR A NON-MEMBER SUCH AS THE US TO URGE ON 
PRESENT ICNAF MEMBERS A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY ROLE IN 
THE EXISTING ICNAF STRUCTURE. THAT QUESTION, IN OUR 
VIEW. IS FIRST AND FOREMOST FOR THE COMMUNITY AND ITS 
NINE MEMBER STATES TO TAKE A POSITION ON, AND THEN FOR 
THE COMMUNITY TO RESOLVE WITH ICNAF. 

4. THUS, SHOULD THE COMMUNITY SEEK OUR VIEWS ON THE 
ISSUE OF OTTAWA ATTENDANCE, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
RESPOND THAT (A) WE BELIEVE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AT 
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THE INFORMAL MARCH 14-25 SESSION WOULD BE USEFUL IN 
DISCUSSING THE PRACTICAL FISHERIES ISSUES ON THE AGENDA. 
BUT (B) THE US DOES NOT WISH TO BECOME INVOLVED IN 
WHAT IT REGARDS AS AN EXTRANEOUS JURISDICTIONAL DISPUTE 
WITHIN AN ORGANIZATION TO WHICH IT NO LONGER BELONGS. 
VANCE 
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